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As a preconference event associateih the 2018 Law and Society annualeetingin
Toronto,members of the SeMvork, Law and Society Collaborative Research NetWd@RN#6)
came together tengage in a day of learningtWilocal community groups. The purpose of the
pre-conference event was twold: first, organizers wished to ensure that the acaderoi& w
undertaken by members GRN#6 remains grounded in community engagement; second, the day
of learning allowed foan @portunity todiscussin deptha pressing issue affecting much of the
related scholarship and local sex workeastitrafficking discourse and law. The day was
organized in collaboratiomwith two Canadian neprofit organizations: ButterflfAsian and
Migrant Sex Workers Networkpand SWAN( Supporting Womeno6s Alter
VancouverSociety? Twentyone memters from various parts of the world attended the day of
learning, sharing their own expertise and working together to discuss some core concerns raised
by SWAN and Butterfly.The day centered othemes relating to 1) collaborative knowledge
production andallyship; 2) misrepresentatiofor undefrepresentatonand t he O0sex Wi

identity; and 3) the effects @ntitrafficking discoursen laws and policies.

1 More information about CRN 6 is available at https://www.lawandsociety.org/crn.html#6 and
2 More information about Butterfly is available at: https://www.butterflysw.org/ and more information about
SWAN is available at: http://swanvancouver.ca/
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This report outlines the content related to each of the key themes and highlights collelyerati
createdcommitments to actioemerging from the sessionBhroughout the event, participants
provided written commentary or artistic representations on poster payaed on tables and
walls. CRN #6 organizers, along with representatives from SWAMN Butterfly, and volunteers,
recorded comments made by participants, too. This document reflearsaimgmizeccomments
provided by the participants. We collected all statements andl N§&/O to produce the

following thematic report.

Collaborative Knowledge Production & Allyship
Allyship requires a bdirectional relationship comprised of understanding, compassion,

support, and respettThe two groups that focussed on discovering what it takée tan ally

started with a discussi on r eogsansuhliayghifodbowed Sar ah

by a conversation abouwthatthe termmeans irknowledge production and sex work@rights
organizing They pondered who ought &peakonwhose behajinotingthatact i vi sm i s
spaced for some, and e that requirebumility and recognitiorof differential power dynamics
Recurring words associated withallies included diverse, communities, space, outside
responsibility, and privilegeéRParticipantfocussed on the challenges of seekibglance between
their roles as educatoitheir need to listen without defensivenassiwithout feeling the need to
explain oneself and the importance of cotking assumptions and internalized prejudices
throughout all interans. Prospective alliemust keep these commitments in mind and dedicate

themselves to active servi ce Partcpants didciessed theo f

3 Participants were asked to read a few key resources on consent prior to the event. These resources included
Hunt, S. (2013) Speaking For, Speaking Beside: thoughts about consensual aléysligble at:
https://becomingcollective.wordpress.com/2013/07/12/speaking-for-speaking-beside-thoughts-about-consensual-
allyship/) and Lamont, A. (n.d.) Guide to Allyshifavailable at: http://www.guidetoallyship.com/) .
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inappropriateself-identificationof6 al | y: 6 not onl y ithananmognhiti|ma wor d
also something that is time, place, and context specific. To stand in solidarity with sex workers
more accurately reflects the active and ongoing requiremesttessary to suppdhte agency of

sex workers.

In termsof producing knowedge participants discussed theany challengethatexist in working
ethically and collaboratively. The groups focused on three primary issues: obtaining consent,
seeking diversity, and using privilege to benefit sex working communigesgnizing thiathis

topic alone could have filled the entire conference schedwademics have a tendency, and
indeed a requirement, to employ such things as consent fdongver these formareWestern
colonial contracts that malye inappropriate in some contexésd can even increase risk to
participantsParticipants affirmed thabasent must be ongoing, fully informed, and unequivocal.
Regarding seeking diversity, not only was this in relation to the academic tendency to polarize
samples by gender, type of Wogeographic location, etdhe topic was also discussed in terms

of group concern oveherisks raised bythé d anger o f .0*®artgipantgdmphasizedo r y
that acadmics must resist generalizations ahé urge tgresent their work i simplisticand
reductivemanner, in spite of political and public pressure to package work in suchdigegiible

terms. Finally participants discussed the fact teak workers often feel silenced due to stigma,
shame, or diffrential power and access to participate in the first place. Researchers must develop
mechanisms to involve sex workers in all stages of work and should avoid speaking on behalf of

those with lived experiences whenever possible. Participants noted thamtleet hi ng abou't

4See ChimamandaNgoziAdichieo s TED tal k, available at:
https://www.ted.com/talks/chimamanda_adichie_the danger of a_single_story?language=en
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without uso motto is extremely importaet and
participants expressedommitment to recognizing their privilege and working to use their
privilege to make space for undeapresented grou@nd individuals in academic discourse and

policy-related discourse.

Mi srepresentation of the O0sex workerd identit
Throughout the daypartigpants discussed the variogpresentations of thisex workedidentity
and the harmful effects of misrepresentations on the workers, the work, and the associated
regulationsWe reflected orwho sex workers areéhe kinds ofwork they do and the response
they receive from the generadublic, both as experienced fsthand by the workers and as
perceived by allies and sumpers. Terms like work, ethicsespect, community, media support,
learring, risks, and need for public action were widely acknowledged by everyone as key issues
Similarly, descriptorsof the dverse people indeed in the sex tradevere not limited to
biographical characteristics; insteguharticipants emphasized trekill, courage, strengthand
resilience of sex workers

The first specificquestion asked of everyone wéisWh o ar e saedxwhonaoer k e r s
migrant sex workers in particuRrdo Ther e was a myriad of differe
answer not only to this question, kalsoas a recurring theme throughout the ,dagis that sex
workers ardaboures. Across the boardhistermwasmobilizedin various contexts and forms as
the mostommoncharacteristic of all sex workeiSther erms used to describe sex workers were
diverse,activists, migrant, immigrant,Indigenous,Canadian, alliesstudentsmothers expas,
caregivers, female, male, nbmary, Asian, Australian, American, and enterprising professionals

Sex workersvere also described asulti-faceted, courageouand autonomoysnisunderstood,



excluded, in dangeexploitable,and discriminated againsParticipants noted that public and
political discourse typically perceive of sex workénslimited and unidimensional wayss
victims, exploited, dangerous, and trafficked. The contrast between the descriptors of sex workers
provided by participants and those perceived as domfreamingswas striking, and denotes the
work required in order to alter public and political perceptions of sex workers.

Participants discussedmmon stereotypes that exasbund sex workn more detail The
per cei v edtatu$ especially whercoupled with trafficking,has particularly harmful
effects on Indigenouand other racializedex workersncludingim/migrant sex workers. Rather
than presenting these individuals as inherently more vulnerable compared topahearipants
concluded thaacademic®ught toacknowledgenuanced differences in context, decisioaking,
constraints, agen¢pndother siuational and structural factors and seegresenim/migrant sex
workers as theesilient, courageous and enormously stramgjviduals they areParticipants
asserted that academics can play significant roles in identiflyentaws, enforcememractces
discourse, stigma, and other structural oppressissisurces ofiolencetargetingspecific groups
and resulting in vulnerabilityThistheme was most apparentthe discussions afn/migrant sex
workersbei ng subjected t o rdida andseng bperationsThesa policed r e s ¢ u
tactics, often conducdedi ¢ ni mihzandhadaemissdtr ke O t
Combined with concern of youth sexual exploitation, infantilization of sex workers is another
common stereotypthat regatively impacts sex workerg/hile the harms of misrepresentations
occupied considerable timand arediscussed in mordetail below,the participants were also
committed to giving space to a more accurate reflectioserfworkers. In addition to the
aforementioned descriptorsne group drew g@raphicrepresentation of the great diversity that

makes up this industry and how empowering it can be when viewed on a global scale.



Effects of antitrafficking discourse & enforcement actions

Both SWAN andButterfly provided participants with information about the various ways that anti
trafficking legal efforts and discourse contribute to harms against migrant/immigrant sex workers.
SWAN and Butterflyhighlightedthe misunderstandisgf the definitions ofsex work, human
trafficking, and violence, and emphasized that current dominant discourseneasace fothe
voices ofpeople withlived experienceThe representatives of teagencies expressed their

frustration with research produced by some klspgovernment agencies and fpyofits which

® The reports on which the presentations were based are available at:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9PHfcSNjZV0 and http://swanvancouver.ca/wp-
content/uploads/2014/01/Realities-of-the-Anti-Trafficked.pdf
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employ inaccurateinflated and misleadingstatistics The speakers highlighted the impacts of
suchdatamanipulationas resulting indiscursivecoupling of trafficking and sex woykwvhich
functions tode-legitimizesex work maintain false stereotypes, and contribute to policies and laws
that cause additional harm. Finally, the agencies expressed frustration at having to continually
discredit and deconstruct the erroneous informationpolicy and publc debates; the
representatives dislike contributing in any capacitynegative feedback loop of misinformation
that consistently omits any accurate representations of immigrant and migrant sex.workers

The representatives of the agencies facilitatedwlisions with participants, whadfered
their expertisen the various ways that different forms of regulataoe harmful or helpfuland
how sex workers in other countries experience thetaificking discourse and law enforcement.
Participantsagreedthat key impacs, across all geographic boundaries where any form of
criminalizationof commercial sex exists and combines with immigrationifelude the creation
and maintenance tfarriers tadue process rightgsolaion andmarginalizationandthe denial of
protective services and labour rights for sex workeasticipants concluded thamt-commercial
lawsindirectly criminalize selling sex and characterize workers as hapless victims or as deviants,
thus making room formptectionism and increased criminalizatiGuoirther participants notes that
where sex workers refuseethrafficking victim label, the workersan then be subjected to
immigration consequences (deportation, removal, exclusion) for working in the conmreexcia
sector and they can brefusedsupportfrom government unless they agree to be labelled as

6victims. 0



Acknowledging thatack of protection and resourcesreases vulnerability and reduces
safety in an already underground and marginalizetk environmenf participants discussed the
severe consequencegsilating sex workers from support systeans legal recourse. Participants
det er mi aceeds withowt fe@podliciesare necessarly for example,sanctuary cities, or
immunity provisiongan be extended those who report violencEear was a major aspeuited
by participants: not only dmigrant andsex workerswith precarious, or nolegal status fear
reportingexploitation and violence, masx workerdack trust in authoritieand legal institutions
Specific to immigration and migratioparticipants agreed thdiy-law enforcement ishe new
border contrgb andthat police engage improfiling, on the basis of race, workplace venue, and

role in commercial sex. These practices increskeand sustain differential access to rights and



safer working conditionsParticipants discussed how they could reframe and move bélyend
limits of trafficking discoursg however, they expressed frusiva at the global nature of
trafficking discoursand law thedeep funding available emtitrafficking advocatesand the lack

of political will to advocate on behalf of sex workers.

An overarching theme of the day was that structural inequitiestitumin an intersectional
manner to sustain power and inequalRgrticipants discussetdsystemic racism faced ksex
workers of colour, andmmigrant and migrant sex workeithat is embedded ifooth law and
society.Ilt was clear thatex workers irgeneral do not have access to the same labour rights, access
to justice,and support mechanisms as other work&rkck of residency and citizenship status
functions in the same way as race/ethnicity to create additional barriers. In this regard, participants
noted that an intersectional lens is the only appropriate lens through which commercial sex

regulation and discourse ought to developed; further, tioégd that antracist education was



desperately lacking in government agencies like police and immigration services, but also within
academia and neprofit sectors.

Giventhe general subject area@RN#6, it should be no surprise that a significanttipor
of the discussion focssd on the effects afriminal prohibitions bylaws, and immigration laws
Based orthequantity of theselectedvords, regulation and isolation were coupled as the two most
frequently usedvordsin terms ofthe current laws inCanada. Following closely behiras a
frequentternw a s :bthedaavsperpetuat alack of trustoffer limited and conditionasupport,
andserveto isolake workers.Once again, participants noted th#itcient and unbiased training for
law enforcemenagents andtherstakeholdersvas crucial to creating more supportive processes
in which sex workers could seek legal recourse when they felt the need tdHbovewer, training
alone will not suffice, and the content in any training is tremendously important. The participants
noted that defining key ternt®uld be seen as a political act, and there is a great deal of conflict
over how to define sex work atr@fficking. In the end, the participants noted thatdte workers
ought to be central in creating definitions and rajah® a diverse crossection of sex workers.
Of coursein order for sex workers to be included at policy tables, safety must figstdvanteed.
Sex workers should not have to take personal, professional, or economic risk to educate and advise.
Participants concluded thdithe systemic and structural oppression within the law makes the law
harder to changehowever, collective straggc action can be undertaken to create the groundwork

for more fundamental change.

Commitments to Action
A main goal of the Sex, Work and Society Collaborative Research Network is to function as a

mechanism to bring scholars aadiviststogether annually to learn from one another about the

10



most recent researtieing undertakem variows places, as well a8 network anatollaborate. In
this regardCRN#6 seeks to contribute to strategic and collective actaum.firstday of learning
demonstratethis to be an achievable gosVhile acknowledging thahere ismuch b be done in
research and educaticaand that much is already occurring, the participants collaborated to create
a number oftommitments to immediate action. First, participants noted the importance of a
collegial and respectful space in which to discussearch findings, to critique findings and
methods, and to welcome critique and input by sex workers. Rather than allowing critique to
Adi vi de aompatticigaotnagraeel to set aside egod continually strive to ensure that
their work remains grawed in the needs of, and accountable to, sex workers. Participants
suggested thdtnding common groundvith other groupsmight be a more effective strategp
seeking allies than trying tohangethe perspectives adhose who are fixed tonaideological
position.Further, as similassues are experienced globalhternational networking can decrease
isolation and increaseur collective impactParticipants noted that an accessiiolelbox for
speaker@and educatorsould be effective in ensuring a neoconsistent message key points,
such as the need hwild safe migration routeand focus on labour rightthe need toespecthe
consenbf sex workersand the need tdebunk racialized and discriminatory language

Social media can be a very @ideplatform fornetworking and for making safer spaces for
contribution from and collaboration witeex workers Knowledge exchangesollaborative
research styles, participatory and commubi@ged research alivg voice and reprEentation to
sexworkers However participants reflected th&howledgedisseminations vital as well Many
researchersre sensitive to these issues and increasingly sedisseminate their messages in
ways that can be understood by the public,taatidemonstratearefully nuancedepresersdtions

of sex workersin their findings.Many researchers aralso open toreceivung feedback and to
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learring from historical exploitation and misrepresentation of sex workasticipants in this
knowledge exchange concluded teatial media platforms carry opportunities for connection that
could be transformative for sexorking communitiesand their alliesas long as parties continue
to operate from a place of respect for éxperientialexpertiseof sex workers

Prioritiesidentified for actionincluded 1) debunking the conflatioof trafficking and sex
work; 2) broadening the discourse to include all sex workers, rejecting the perspective that sex
work only involves women (including in theedagogical activities @afcademics and activistS)
striving to obtain a more equitable distribution of the benedfftthe knowledge producedh
generalparticipants concluded that academics and aifiest contribute where they can in order

to give back to the communities and honour the expertise of the workers.

Conclusion

The preconference day of learniraffered important foundational work to ensure our academic
work remains inclusive of araccountable to sex workers. The day of learning allowed us to
come together from across geographic epidtemologicallydifferent perspectives, as well as to
invite sex wokers, researchers, activists, Aanmofit staff, and others to network and foster

deeper alliancedVe covered a range ajfiics in a daybut centered our attention dhe truly

core issues thatffectall of the work done by members of CRNAitheword mappictured herg
created out of all of the words that were contributed on paper by participants over the course of
the dayillustratesthekey themes of the day of learning, as well as the key themes that we hope

to carry throughout our work:
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The organizersof CRN#6 could not have held this day without the collaboration of members of
Butterfly (Elene Lam)and SWAN Alison Clancey and DrJulie Ham). Their work on behalf of
theseorganizations is inspiring and important. We hope that everyone whothesteport also
accesses thamaterias they have each produced. We thank Monica Forrester for opening the day
and acknowledging the traditional lands of the Hevdendat, the Seneca, and the Mississaugas
of the Credit Rivethat we occupied for the durati of the conferencé&Ve are also grateful to the
organizations and individuals who contributed financial support to allow the day to retpden

Dr Hayli Millar; Department of Law and Legal Studies, Carleton Univerditgtitute of
Criminology and Cminal Justice, Carleton Universitf he Paul i ne Jewett | nst
and Gender Studies at Carleton Univerditye Department of Social Science, York University;
and the Centre for Femsgt Research at York Universiti. special thanks to Julia Bygskina, the
coordinator for the Centre for Feminist Research at York for all her work in managing the event

finances.And finally to our students who recorded, participated in, and then transcribed and
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assisted with analysis and report writing, Sarah Moose and Jenh8enior, thank you both for

your generositycommitmentand quality of work.

Author Contributions: Tamara O6Doherty wrote this commen
documentations gathered at the event (workshop posters) with feedtwrkents and revisions

provided by Raven Bowen, Tuulia Law and Menaka Raguparan.

Your CRNPre Conferencin@rganizing Committee for 2018eft to right Drs Raven Bowen,

Tamara@ Doherty, Tuulia Law and Menaka Raguparan
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